
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Wednesday, April 7, 2021

Members Attending: John Glancy, Fr. Daly, Teresa Coda, Silvia Dudziak, Charlotte Gilson,
Marilyn Hausammann, Kate Mason, Claire Ramsbottom and Monica LaFond (notes)

Assessment of Recent Parish Activities
Fr. Daly noted that Holy Week mass attendance was good -- about 200 people over the

week. Most masses had about 50 people in attendance. The music was especially excellent and
contributed a great deal to the beauty and force of the liturgy.

We discussed the pros and cons of pre-recording vs. live-streaming the masses and
talked about the possibility of continuing broadcasting masses online even after the end of the
Archdiocese’s dispensation from attending mass due to the pandemic. The consensus of the
PPC was that sharing the masses online is part of the new evangelization we are called to do.

PPC members noted how much they enjoy Adult Faith Formation events via Zoom and
expressed the hope that they will continue to be offered online in the future.

The PPC members felt that the March 20 Community Conversation was well-received
that more Zooms focused on sharing our stories would be good for community-building.

Upcoming Parish Events
Fr. Daly noted that we are reinstituting the 7:30 am Sunday mass. We discussed

whether it will be necessary to have a signup genius for this mass given that it is attended by
the same people every week.

We discussed what religious education will look like next year. Fr. Daly reported that
Kevin Madden, the principal at the Cottage Street School, anticipates that OLOS will be able to
borrow the Cottage Street School classrooms during the 2021-22 academic year. However, we
still need to be prepared in case the public health situation deteriorates again and the school
building or specific classrooms are shut down due to COVID outbreaks. Fr. Daly suggested that
a hybrid model of religious education may be best, with online classes supplemented by some
in-person activities. Teresa and Monica are planning to survey current and past Faith Formation
families for their thoughts on what a hybrid model of Faith Formation might look like. We
anticipate having those survey results in time to share with the PPC at our June meeting.

Claire Ramsbottom brought up the Vatican’s recent statement about not blessing gay
unions and suggested that OLOS should consider how to respond. The PPC decided that it
would be a good idea to invite Frs. Clooney and Spicer to join one or more future meetings of
the PPC to be part of the conversation about how to address this issue and other similar ones.

We discussed our next Adult Faith Formation session on April 12, where Sr. Rosemary
Mulvihill will discuss women in the church. As almost 30 people are registered to attend the
event already, attendance is anticipated to be very good.

Revisiting the Parish Pastoral Plan
John Glancy reported that he spoke with Ann Marie Rosa about the status of the parish

pastoral plan. Ann Marie is hopeful that she and the other parishioners working on the parish



pastoral plan will be able to resume work on this project once some familial health issues she is
dealing with have been resolved.

OLOS Commissions

Faith Formation Commission - Monica LaFond reported that the Faith Formation Commission
is working on an end-of-the-year survey that will be sent to parishioners to get feedback on our
Adult Faith Formation and Community Conversation offerings this year and elicit suggestions for
programming next year.

Christian Services Commission - Kate Mason reported that the Christian Services
Commission has been in touch with the staff at Evelyn House about the needs of the mother
and triplets who are currently staying there. The CSC amended its Easter basket program to
collect diapers and other supplies for the triplets. As the children get bigger, the family will likely
need to move out of Evelyn House.

Kate also reported that some members of the Christian Services Commission are
concerned that trying to support the East Boston Food Pantry might adversely impact the
collection efforts we have already committed to on behalf of the Ilse Marks Food Pantry. Silvia
Dudziak pointed out that the East Boston Food Pantry also collects perishables and toiletries.
The CSC is going to discuss possible ways to support the East Boston Food Pantry that would
not involve a food drive at its next meeting.

The Christian Services Commission is currently conducting a spring cleaning supply
drive for the Ilse Marks Food Pantry in the month of April. The suggestion was made to ask the
staff at Ilse Marks if they have particular food pantry needs right now. Kate will follow up with
Ginny Devlin about doing that.

Youth Commission - Charlotte Gilson reported that the Youth Commission is preparing to hold
officer elections for next year. Teresa Coda shared the happy news that parishioner Ana
Morrison has been named a Campus Compact Newman Civic Fellow at Saint Anselm College in
recognition of her community service work with underrepresented high school students,
refugees and immigrant youths. OLOS alum and Saint Anselm president Joe Favazza issued
the statement awarding Ana the fellowship.

Schedule of Future PPC Meetings: The PPC will meet at 7 pm on the following first
Wednesdays of the month:

May 5
June 2


